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When the thing receiving the action is more important 
than the person or thing doing the action, you can 
emphasize it using the present simple passive.

New language  Present simple passive

Vocabulary  Science experiments

New skill  Describing a process

KEY LANGUAGE THE PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE

FURTHER EXAMPLES THE PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE

HOW TO FORM THE PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE

When it is unimportant, or not known, who or what  
does an action, English uses the present simple passive.  
The passive also has the effect of emphasizing the action.

Describing a process

It is not known or not important  
who heats the water.

The past participle describes  
what happens to the subject.

Present simple  
of verb “to be.”

The thing that 
receives the action.

“IS / ARE” PAST PARTICIPLE REST OF SENTENCESUBJECT

Use “not” to form negatives of the present simple passive.
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE

REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING THE PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK WHETHER EACH ACTIVITY IS 
DESCRIBED IN THE ACTIVE OR PASSIVE VOICE

SAY FULL SENTENCES OUT LOUD, FILLING IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING 
THE VERBS IN THE PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE

ACTIVE PASSIVE
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READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

CHECKLIST

 Present simple passive   Science experiments   Describing a process  
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